
C H A P T E R X I V . 

R E M A R K S O N I R R I G A T I O N . 

T H E ancient prosperi ty of Cyprus must have been 
due to artificial irrigation, which ensured a maximum 
of production, similar to the inundated lands of E g y p t . 
In the latter country the N i l e is a " S a l v a t o r Mundi," 
without which E g y p t would be a simple prolongation 
of the Nubian and L i b y a n deserts, in the absence 
of a seasonable rainfall. T h e difference between the 
great cereal-producing portion of Cyprus and the Del ta 
of E g y p t is, that, a l though the plain of Messar ia has 
been formed chiefly through the action of the Pedias 
river and other periodical mountain streams, which 
have deposited a rich stratum of soil dur ing inunda
tions, the rivers are mere ly torrents, or simple conduits, 
which carry off the waters of h e a v y storms, or intervals 

1 of rain, and act as drains in c o n v e y i n g the surplus 
waters during floods ; whi le at other times they are 
absolutely dry. 

If the N i l e were controlled by a series of weirs or 
dams, with sluices to d iver t the high waters of the 
period into natural depressions within the desert, to 
form reservoirs at h igh levels for the supply of E g y p t 
in seasons of scarcity, the command of the water-supply 
would be far preferable to the chances of rain in the 


