
de L ion of Eng land in 1 1 9 1 , or wi th the T u r k s under ί 
L a l a Mustafa in 1570 . 

Both these exper ienced warriors selected L imaso l I 
for the point of disembarkation, and landed their troops 
and horses upon the sandy beach in Akro t i r i Bay . , 
Richard I. was on his w a y to the third crusade ; but -
his fleet hav ing been dispersed by a storm, several 
vessels had been driven on the south coast of Cyprus , 
where, instead of receiving the hospitality usually 
exhibited to shipwrecked mariners, his people were 
robbed and thrown into prison at L imaso l by the king, 
Isaac Comnenus. O n e of the principal vessels of the 
fleet which conveyed Berengaria , daughter of the K i n g 
of Navarre , who was the betrothed of Richard and 
was accompanied b y his sister the Q u e e n D o w a g e r 
of Sicily, took shelter in Akro t i r i B a y and anchored. 
It appears that the wi ly Isaac Comnenus endeavoured 
to persuade the ladies to land, in the hope o f effecting 
their capture, and probably extor t ing a h e a v y ransom ; 
but suspicion be ing aroused, the ship set sail and was 
shortly met by Richard's o w n vesse l . 

U p o n hearing that his sh ipwrecked crews had been 
detained and imprisoned Richard immediately steered 
for Limasol, and, with his wel l -known impetuosity of 
character, lost no time in d isembarking his troops, and 
shortly brought the G r e e k a rmy to action under Isaac 
Comnenus and utterly defeated them. T h e Lat in 
inhabitants of Limasol had already thrown open their 
gates , and Richard, after his victory, returned laden 
with spoils, including the imperial standard, which 
was eventual ly hung in St . Edmund ' s Chapel , Suffolk. 

T h i s first battle took place at Ko loss i , near to 
Limasol . Af t e r the flush of vic tory an additional 
warl ike impulse was g i v e n to his forces b y the arrival 


