
of the hills, together with the dryness of the climate, 
are all favourable to the deve lopment of snakes and 
lizards. T h e latter are exceed ing ly numerous, and are 
most valuable destroyers of insects ; there are several 
varieties, but the most common is the bright copper^ 
coloured species with a smooth skin. T h e chameleon 
also exists. 

A l t h o u g h w e had never taken the presence of snakes 
into serious consideration, the horrible effect of the 
bite upon the dogs made eve ry one on the alert during 
the march over the rocky and bushy country from our 
camp to E v d i m u . O u r guide scorned a beaten track, 
and after hav ing kep t the regular path a long the sea-
coast for a mile, he struck directly up the mountain, 
which descended in a s teep cliff to the shore, against 
which the w a v e s dashed with violence. T h e country 
was exceed ing ly wild for some miles as w e ascended 
through bush of y o u n g pines, dwarf-cypress, and mas­
tic, occasionally passing pines of larger g rowth , which 
had, as usual, been mutilated. W e m o v e d partr idges 
in several places, but these were old birds packed 
in considerable numbers : a bad s ign at this season, 
when they should have been sitt ing upon eggs . A t 
an elevation o f about 1000 feet a b o v e the sea w e 
came upon a park of caroub-trees, in which was a 
spring of water ; large flocks of goa ts and cattle, 
together with many mules and horses, were roaming 
through this verdant district, which afforded abundant 
pasturage in the shape o f wild art ichokes, a var ie ty of 
succulent thistles, and many plants suitable to the 
native animals in the absence of actual grasses. T h i s 
is a distressing want throughout Cyprus ; when the 
country is green, the verdure is produced by cultivated 
crops of cereals, which quickly change to yel low as 


