
T h e bottom upon which I stood was a mass of débris 
of bright colours, va ry ing from pure whi te to different 
shades of yel low and red. T h i s material appeared to 
have fallen recently, as the blocks did not exhibi t the 
dull exterior that would have resulted from atmo­
spherical exposure. I cl imbed up the s teep face of 
crumbled matter with some difficulty, as the sharply 
inclined surface descended with me, emit t ing a peculiar 
metallic clink like masses o f broken porcelain. O n 
arrival at the top I remarked that only a few inches o f 
vegetable mould covered a stratum of whi te marl about 
a foot thick, and this had been pierced in many places 
by the heat that had fused the marl and conver ted it 
into a clinker or sharply-edged whi te slag, mixed with . 
an ochreous yel low and bright red. I had never met 
with anything like this singular example of igneous* 
action upon marls. In the neighbourhood there were-
considerable masses of the same clinker-like material, 
exhibit ing a honeycombed appearance, that would have 1 
been well adapted for millstones. T h e nat ives i n i 
formed me that all the millstones of the northern coasti| 
were imported from A t h e n s . I had heard whi le at] 
K y t h r e a that the stones for the v e r y numerous mills l 
of that neighbourhood were supplied from A l e x a n - ; 
dretta, and that none of nat ive origin were employed. ' 
T h e r e can be no doubt that some of the specimens I 
examined of this material combined the requirements 
of extreme hardness, porosity, and sharpness of interior 
edges around the honeycombed cavit ies. I wa lked over 
the mountain, and quickly lost the marl in masses of 
plutonio rocks that had been upheaved and entirely 
occupied the surface. A l t h o u g h vas t blocks lay heaped 
in the wildest confusion, they exhibi ted the peculiar 
characteristics of all Cypr ian rocks (except ing the 


