
Jthe hawthorns were a mass of blossom, and scented 
the air for a considerable distance ; the g r o v e s of fig-
trees had broken into leaf ; the trefoil had g rown to 
a height of two feet, and numerous cattle were tethered 
in the rich field, to feed upon the few square yards that 
each owner had purchased at a h igh price to save his 
animals from starvation. A field of broad-beans that 
we had left in early blossom twenty-four days before 
now produced our wel l -known vege tab le for dinner, 
and I observed that the nat ive children, with their 
usual l iking for uncooked food, were eat ing these 
indigestible beans raw ! 

T h e r e had been no rain since our departure, and 
every crop that was not irrigated was absolutely des
troyed. T h e aspect of the country was pitiable ; it 
should have been at this season a w a v i n g sea of green 
barley and y o u n g wheat , but it was a withered desert 
•—with a few patches of verdure l ike oases in a thirsty 
wilderness. T h i s terrible calamity ex tended throughout 
the entire district or plain of Messaria, and exhibi ted 
a sad example of the g rea t necessity of C y p r u s — " an 
organised sys tem o f artificial irrigation." 

W e remained some days at Kuk l i a , during which I 
strengthened the g ipsy-van by lashing the frame-work 
with raw bull 's-hide and securing the blocks of the 
springs to the axles with the same material. It is 
worthy of note " that a fresh hide should never be 
used for lashing, but a skin that has been already dried 
should be soaked for twenty-four hours, and then cut 
into a strip as carefully and as l ong as the size will 
permit. W h e n thus prepared, it should be re-soaked 
for four or five hours, and used while we t as a lashing, 
drawn as tight as possible. T h e power of contraction 
is enormous, and when dry the skin becomes as hard 


