
and was further improved by a long reef of hard 
sandstone, which extended from either point l ike an 
artificial breakwater . 

A t first s ight the little bay was a tempt ing refuge, 
but upon closer examinat ion I observed ominous dark 
patches in the clear water, which betokened dangerous 
reefs, and other l ight g reen portions that denoted 
sandy shallows. T h e c o v e is useful for the nat ive 
small craft, but would be unsuitable to vesse ls of more 
than seven feet draught of water. I had observed 
that francolins were more numerous since w e had 
arrived upon the sandstone formation, and the cock 
birds were cal l ing in all directions ; the locality was so 
inviting that w e felt inclined to remain for a few days 
in such a delightful spot ; but the season was too far 
advanced for shooting, and I therefore confined mysel f to 
killing only wha t was absolutely necessary for our food, 
and I invariably selected the cock-birds of francolins. 
§ do not think these birds pair l ike the partridge, but 
I bel ieve the cock is polygamous , l ike the pheasant, 
as I general ly found that several hens were in his 
neighbourhood. It is a beautiful g a m e bird, the male 
possessing a s tr iking p lumage of deep b lack and rich 
brown, with a dark r ing round the neck. It is quite a 
different var ie ty to the mottle-breasted species that I 
have met with in Maurit ius, Cey lon , and the double-
spur francolin that I h a v e shot in Af r ica . It is 
considerably larger than the common partridge, but 
not quite so h e a v y as the red- legged birds of Cyprus , 
although when flying it appears superior. T h e flesh 
is white and exceed ing ly delicate, and it is to be 
regretted that so valuable a g a m e bird is not introduced 
into England. I genera l ly found the francolin in the 
low scrub, a l though I have often shot it either in the 


