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heap ly ing in the centre of the path ;—it was explained, 
that, during the heavy shower of yes terday, a donkey 
was carrying his usual burthen of quick-l ime, when he 
was over taken by the rain, which slaked the load, and 
it was necessary to immediately abandon it, to save 
the animal from burning. 

After an hour and a half 's scramble w e turned to 
the right beneath a perpendicular cliff of exquisi te 
colouring on our left, combining the bright red which 

ι denoted the presence of iron, with the dark purple 
1 and the s i lvery g r e y of the Jura limestone. O n our 
I right was a deep and precipitous ravine, sparsely 

covered with evergreen shrubs. In this spot, meta-
morphic rocks lay in rough and huge blocks of various 
shapes and colours, and while examining these I was 
struck by the presence of the rare and peculiar green 
marble known as verde antica. In the immediate 

ι neighbourhood I d iscovered great masses of the same 
stone, but minus the green base, exhibi t ing at the same 
time the characteristics of irregular mosaic in the 
angular fragments of white, black, and various coloured 
pieces which appeared to be artificially inlaid. T h e s e 
marbles, especially the true verde antica, would be 
exceedingly valuable if cut into slabs and exported, 
and there would be little difficulty in constructing a 
feasible route for camels, which would convey with ease 
large slabs secured in frames s lung upon either side. 

A few yards above this spot w e arrived at a solitary 
cypress-tree, which in density of foliage resembled a 
yew-tree in an Eng l i sh churchyard. C lose to this 

.rare object was an aperture in the rocks upon the 
right hand ; a fe\v roughly-hewn steps enabled us to 
descend into a narrow cave, where water dripped from 

•the roof, and formed a feeble stream, which was led 


