
T r a c e s are still visible of the T u r k i s h approaches" 
when the town was successfully carried b y storm on the I 
9th of September , 1570, after a s iege of on ly forty-fiv<J 
days. T h e short duration of the at tack compared to 
the length of time required in the s iege of Famagous ta , 
which at length succumbed to famine, and not to direct 
assaults, is a proof of the faulty s t ra tegical position of 
the fortress of Lefkos ia . 

Mos t Tu rk i sh towns are supplied with water b y 
aqueducts from a considerable distance, which would 
naturally be cut b y an enemy as the first operation. 
T h e water is b rought to Le fkos i a from the hills at 
some miles ' distance, and is of exce l len t qual i ty ; but] 
the wel ls of the town must b e contaminated b y sewage, 
as there is no means of effective drainage upon the 
dead level of the town, unless the original ditch i s : 

turned into a pestilential cesspool. T h e filth of cen­
turies must have been imbibed b y the soil, and dur ing 
the process of infiltration must in success ive rainy 
seasons have found its way to the wel ls . In case o f 
invasion, Lefkosia could never have resisted a prolonged 
siege, as in the absence of the aqueduct a garrison 
would quickly have succumbed to disease when depen­
dent for a water-supply upon the wel ls alone. W h e n 
the T u r k s captured the city b y assault, the population 
far exceeded that of the present t ime (16,000), and the 
greater portion were massacred during several days of 
sack and pillage. S o m e thousands of gir ls and boys 
were transported to Constantinople. Richard I. of 
Eng land occupied Lefkos ia wi thout resistance, after 
his vic tory over Isaac Comnenus . 

A l t h o u g h experienced in the illusion of T u r k i s h 
towns, I was more than disappointed when I visi ted 
the interior of Lefkos ia . T h e new C h i e f Commis -


