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threshing-machine and cut fine by a modern chaff-cutter. 
T h i s fact is a warning to those w h o would introduce 
too sudden reforms a m o n g men and animals in a newly-
acquired coun t ry ; but if Mr . Hami l ton L a n g had 
sprinkled salt ove r his chaff I think the refractory 
appetites of the oxen might have been ove rcome . 
A pair of oxen are supposed to p lough one " donum " 
daily of fifty paces square, or about half an acre. 

H a v i n g watched the various teams, and conversed 
with the p loughmen by the medium of the cook 
Christo, w h o spoke Eng l i sh and was an intelligent 
interpreter, I ordered the vans to m o v e on while I 
walked over the country with the dogs . T h e r e w a s 
no g a m e excep t a wi ld-duck which I shot in the thick 
weeds of a ne ighbour ing swamp. L a r k s were in great 
quantities, and for want of larger birds I shot enough 
for a pilaff, and secured a breakfast. T h e route, which 
could be hardly called a road, had been worn by the 
wheels of nat ive carts. T h e s e were narrower than our 
vans, and one of our wheels w a s genera l ly upon a 
higher level, threatening on some occasions to overturn. 
T h e country around us was desolate in its aridity. W e 
passed through the ruins of an ancient city over which 
the p lough had triumphed, and literally not one stone 
was left upon another. A few stone columns of a rough 
description, some of which were broken, were ly ing in 
various directions, and I noticed a lower millstone 
formed of an exceed ing ly hard conglomerate rock ; 
these pieces were too h e a v y to m o v e without great 
exertions, therefore they had remained in situ. 

After a short march of three miles w e arrived at 
the steep banks of the r iver a mile a b o v e the v i l lage 
of Arpera . T h e bed of this r iver was about forty feet 
below the level of the country, and here our first real 


