
or other moufflon, but I only came across a solitary 
ewe with a lamb about four months old ; which I saw 
twice during my walk round the mountain tops. U p o n 
arr iving during m y descent at the h ighest spring of 
T roodos , where the cold water dripped into a narrow 
stream bed, I lay down beneath a fine shady cypress , 
and hav ing eaten two hard-boiled e g g s and drunk a 
cupful of the pure icy water mixed with a t inge of 
G e n e v a from m y flask, I watched till after noon in 
the hope that my two rams might arr ive to drink. 
N o t h i n g came except a few tame goa t s without a goat
herd ; therefore I descended the abominable stones 
which rattled down the mountain side, and by the time 
that I arr ived at our camp at Troodi t issa , m y best 
shooting boots of q u a g g a hide, that were as dear to 
me as my rifle, were almost cut to pieces. 

T h e r e was a terrible picture o f destruction through
out the forests of T r o o d o s . N e a r the summit, the pines 
and cypress were of large growth, but except ing the 
cypress, there were scarcely any trees unscathed, and 
the ground was covered b y magnificent spars that were 
felled only to rot upon the surface. 

I was not sorry to arr ive at the shepherd's hut upon 
the r idge ove rhang ing the monastery upon m y return. 
T h e good wife was as usual busy in mak ing cheeses 
from the goat 's milk, which is a v e r y important occupa
tion throughout Cyprus . T h e curd was pressed into 
tiny baskets made of myrt le wands, which produced 
a cheese not quite so large as a man's fist. I think 
these dry and tasteless productions of the original 
Cypr ian dairy uneatable, unless gra ted when old and 
hard ; but a m o n g the natives they are h ighly es teemed, 
and form a considerable article of trade and export . 
Cesnola mentions that 2,000,000 (two million) cheeses 


