
them by a total prohibition, under a penalty of ten 
pounds to be inflicted upon any person discovered 
in kil l ing them. In the absence of all keepers or 
guardians of the forests, it would be difficult to 
prove a case, and I have no doubt that the natives 
still attempt the sport, a l though from the extreme 
wariness of the animals they are most difficult to 
approach. T h e authorities should employ some 
dependable sportsman to shoot a certain number of 
rams which are now in undue proportion, as the 
ewes with y o u n g lambs have been an easier prey 
to the unsparing Cypr io tes . 

A b s u r d opinions have been expressed concerning 
the numbers of moufflon now remaining upon the 
island, and it would be quite impossible to venture 
upon a conjecture, as there is a ve ry large area of 
the mountains perfectly wi ld and unoccupied to the 
west of K y k a monastery, ex tend ing to Poli-ton-
Khrysokus , upon which the animals are said to be 
tolerably numerous. T h e r e are some upon the 
T r o o d o s range, but from all accounts they do 
not exceed fifteen. 

O n 2nd July I started at 4 A . M . with a shepherd 
•lad for the highest point of Troodos , hoping by 
walk ing carefully to see moufflon among some of 
the numerous ravines near the summit, which are 
seldom invaded b y the flocks o f goats and their 
attendants. I took a small rifle with me a s a 
companion which is seldom absent in my walks, 
and al though I should have rigidly respected the 
government prohibition in the case of ewes, or even 
of rams at a long shot that might have been un
certain and hazardous, I should at the same time 
have regarded a moufflon with good horns at a 
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