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upon his restoration, and that an angelic interposition
at length prevented litigation. It may be well imagined
that the result of the lady’s pilgrimage spread far and
wide; the reputation of the monastery reached its
zenith, and all the unfruitful women flocked to the
shrine to kiss the cave and the picture of the Virgin
within the church; at the same time offering a certain
sum for the benefit of the establishment. The friction
of constant and oft-repeated kissing at length began
to tell upon the sacred effigy, and it became almost
worn out ; it was therefore determined that a beautiful
silver-gilt Virgin and Child should be supplied by a
first-rate artist which should cover the original relic
within. This was remarkably well executed by Cornaro,
and a small aperture like a keyhole of a door has
been left, which is covered by a slide; this is moved
upon one side when required, and enables the pilgrim
to kiss through the hole a piece of rather brown-look-
ing wood, which is the present exhausted surface of
the effigy.

Although decayed by time and use, the miraculous
property remains unchanged. This was exhibited a few
years ago in a remarkable manner, where a childless

- lady had become old in barren expectation ; but a visit

to Trooditissa produced the desired result, and conferred
much happiness upon the once despairing wife, who
now became a mother. In addition to a monetary
offering, this lady had presented the Virgin with a
handsome belt with massive silver-gilt buckles, which
she had worn during pregnancy. This offering is now
suspended around the present effigy, and for a small
consideration any lady applicant is allowed to fasten
it round her waist. The effect is infallible, and

: quite equals that of the rock and silver Virgin. This
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