
high, of the Vi rg in Mary , to which peculiar mira
culous properties were attributed. T h e possession 
of this relic formed the principal attraction of the 
monastery. A b o u t a quarter of a mile above the 
present establishment there is a small c a v e concealed 
among the ragged masses of rock that crust the moun
tain side ; this has been formed b y one rock which 
leans across another, and each end has -been wal led 
up artificially, so as to form a stone chamber of about 
twe lve feet in length b y seven in width, with a small 
entrance. A c c o r d i n g to the account g i v e n by the 
old monk, this c a v e was the origin of the present 
monastery through the fol lowing accident. A m o n g 
these wi ld mountains, where no dwel l ing of any kind 
exists, it has a lways been the custom after the melt ing 
of the snows in early spr ing to pasture the numerous 
flocks of goats , which are at that season driven up 
from the parched herbage o f the low country to the 
fresh herbs of the cooler altitudes. T h r e e or four 
hundred years ago a shepherd, hav ing lost his goats 
at night, was surprised at the appearance of a light 
among the rocks high up on the mountain, and with 
superstitious awe he related his d iscovery to his 
fellows. F o r some time the myster ious l ight was 
observed nightly, and various conjectures were on foot 
as to its origin, but no one dared to venture upon 
an examination. 

A t length, the authorities of the Church hav ing been 
consulted, it was resolved that a priest should accom
pany the party of invest igation and the matter should 
be thoroughly cleared up. 

It was a difficult cl imb to the pathless crags at 
night, but the l ight was g l immer ing like " t h e starj 
that the wise men saw in the east," and though 


