
our position. T h e bears were the Sy r i an variety. 
T h r o u g h o u t Cyprus the gips ies are known as tinners 
of pots and makers of wooden spoons, which seems 
to be the normal occupation of their tribe throughout 
the world ; they have also a character for a peculiar 
attachment to fowls and any other small matters that 
be long to private individuals which m a y be met with 
during their wanderings. 

T h e beans of the caroub-trees were already large, 
and promised a g o o d crop in spite of the dry weather . 
T h e roots of these evergreens penetrate to a grea t 
depth, and obtain nourishment from beneath when theJ 
surface soil is perished b y drought . I have never seen 
a caroub over thrown by the wind, al though the ex t remely 
large head that is at all seasons covered with leaves 
must offer a great resistance. T h e fruit of this tree 
(Ceratonia siliqua) is a l ready an important export from 
Cyprus , and if the cult ivation is encouraged there canj 
be no doubt of an enormous extension o f the trade. 
T h e tree is indigenous to the island, but in its wild 
state is unproductive ;. it s imply requires graft ing to 
ensure a crop. T h e wild y o u n g trees are genera l ly 
transplanted into the desired positions, and then grafted 
from the cult ivated species, but there is no reason w h y 
they should not be grafted in siiti. T h e ol ives, which 
are also indigenous, might be treated in a similar 
manner to render the crown-lands productive, which 
are now mere jung les of shrubs and trees in their 
natural state. I shall reserve further remarks upon 
this subject for a chapter specially devoted to " W o o d s 
and Fores ts . " 

T h e caroub at present commands an ex tens ive 
market. T h e fruit is usually known commercial ly 
as the " locust-bean ; " the taste is a compound of" 


