284 Cyprus IN 1879. [CHAP.

When the grapes are nearly ripe, they must be
valued before the proprietor has a right to gather his
crop. He is obliged to present himself at the govern-
ment office at Limasol, many miles from his estate, to
petition for the attendance of the official valuer, called
the “mahmoor,” upon a certain day. This may or
may not be granted, but at all events one or two
days have been expended in the journey.

Should the mahmoor arrive, which he frequently
does not, at the appointed time, the medjlis, or council
of the villages, appoints a special arbitrator to repre-
sent their (the vine-growers) interests, and he accom-
panies the government official during his examination
of the vineyards. After a certain amount of haggling
and discussion, an approximate weight of grapes is
agreed upon, the mahmoor declaring the ultimate
amount far above the actual crop per donum : and the
tax is determined according to their quality, resolved
into two classes :—

No. 1, the commanderia, and other superior

varieties, pay . . . 25 paras the oke.
No. 2, all other grapes . . . . 16

b2 »

But these taxes are modified according to the abun-
dance and quality of the grapes in each successive
season, being sometimes more or less than the figures
given. The crop is generally ripe towards the end of
August, and the tax, having been determined, may be
paid during the following January, March, or May.
The grapes having been officially valued, and the rate
of taxation established, the proprietor may gather his
crop, and press it for wine. The rows of enormous
Jars are at length filled : eventually the wine is ready

for sale. AE '
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