
T h i s hall is 102 feet long and 33 feet wide, with 

a height of upwards of 30 feet. N o t h i n g can exceed 

the beauty of the v i ew from the windows of this grand 

entrance, and in the deep recesses w e found S i r 

Garnet and L a d y W o l s e l e y enjoying the scene, whi le 

our host, Major McCa lmon t , we lcomed his gues ts in 

this splendid ves t ige of the K n i g h t s Templa r s . T h e 

abbey, which be longed to the La t in Church , was built 

during the Lus ignan dynas ty by H u g h I I I . in about 

1280 A . D . and was des t royed by the T u r k s . T h e 

castle of Buffavento, upon the summit of the mountain, 

3240 feet above the sea, is o f far more ancient date, 

and is interesting from the fact of its h a v i n g dur ing 

the conquest by Richard C œ u r de L i o n succumbed 

to the assault conducted in person by that k ing . T h e 

castle of K y r e n i a had already fallen, and the wife, 

daughter, and treasures of Isaac Comnenus fell into 

thç hands of the victorious Engl i sh , led b y the gallant 

G u y de Lus ignan in the absence o f Richard I., w h o 

was at that t ime incapacitated through illness, which 

detained him at Lefkosia . T h i s fortification was 

probably the original defence of the town, and could 

have had no relation to the present work, which is 

of a far later date, and was constructed specially for 

an armament of h e a v y guns. 

Captain Sav i l e ( i o i s t R o y a l Irish), in his admirable 

compilation from all the principal works that have 

been written upon Cyprus , states :— 

" Richard was now able to turn his thoughts to his 
neglected crusade ; he returned to Limasol , and sent 
Isaac's daughter, with his own wife and sister, on before 
him to St . Jean d 'Acre . O n 5th June, 1 1 9 1 , Richard 
himself sailed from Cyprus , l eav ing the island 
in charge of Richard de Canvi l le and Rober t de 


