
for the reception of a l imited number of bodies ; the 
dwell ings have been carefully chiselled, and arranged 
with a bench cut from the solid rock around the 
apartment. 

T h e remains of ancient fortifications, including 
ruined towers and ditches, p rove that in former t imes 
Kyren ia was of far greater extent than would be 
implied by its present small proportions. In l ike 
manner with Famagous ta this powerful fort has been 
considered as a position to be occupied exc lus ive ly b y 
T u r k s . T h e population of the town is now about 600, 
but the G r e e k element is increasing since the British 
Convention ensured their protection. 

Our camp was daily vis i ted by the women of both 
T u r k s and Cypriotes , w h o came to indulge their 
curiosity, and m y wife had some difficulty in rece iv ing 
the increasing circle of acquaintance. T h e want of 
a female interpreter was at first acutely felt, as the 
conversation was much restricted when G e o r g i was 
the only medium. Af te r a few days this shyness on 
the part of the Tu rk i sh ladies wore off, and Georg i , 
who was a good, painstaking y o u n g fellow, became 
a favourite ; some of these ladies were exceed ing ly 
gracious, and took off their vei ls when in the tent with 
L a d y Baker and myself, and conversed upon various 
subjects with much intelligence. A few were decidedly 
pretty ; all were studiously clean and wel l dressed, and 
they formed a marked contrast in appearance and 
general style to the Cypr io te w o m e n ; the breed was 
superior, their hands were delicate and wel l cared for, 
but disfigured by the prevalent habit of staining the 
nails and palms with henna. T h i s plant is called 
shenna by all T u r k s and Cypriotes , and it is im-' 
ported from Syr i a for the purpose of dye ing the hair, 


