
' the mills of K y t h r e a at a considerable expense of 
transport ; I have met d roves of mules laden with 
wheat and barley on their w a y from Larnaca, to which 
distant spot they would again return when their loads 
should have been reduced to flour. In the face of this 
difficulty a genera l want of ene rgy and of the neces
sary capital is exhibi ted by the total neglec t of wind-
power, in a country where a s teady breeze is the rule, 
with few exceptions. T h r o u g h o u t the grea t plain of 
Messaria windmil ls would be invaluable, both for 
gr inding purposes and for raising water ; nothing 
would be more s imple than the combination of the wind-
vane with the catt le-pump ; but this grea t and almost 
omnipresent power is absolutely ignored. 

O n our return to camp in the evening , I resolved 
bo have a quiet day with m y dogs on the fol lowing 
.morning, when I could stroll at m y leisure ove r the 
mountains, and enjoy mysel f thoroughly according to 
my own tastes, sometimes obtaining a shot at game, 
and observ ing eve ry object in nature. 

It was 15th February , and with a nat ive gu ide and 
interpreter who spoke Arab ic , which was m y medium 
of dialogue, I started to cross the mountain-range upon 
the east of the wel l -known five-knuckled-top named 
" Pentadactylon." A t the expense of repetition I 
cannot help extract ing from my diary the exac t words 
of description rough from the first impulse : " T h e base 
of this range is an extraordinary example of the action 
of rainfall in mel t ing and wash ing down into conical 
mounds several hundred feet high, what was originally 
a high level of continuous but alternating strata of 
marls and alluvium that had descended from the 
higher mountains. T h e s e vast masses are in a chaotic 
confusion of separate heaps, which at a distance 


