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the eye of a soldier as a splendid strategical position,
completely commanding Lefkosia and the surrounding
. country. From this point an admirable view was pre-
" sented upon all sides. The river Pedias (the largest
in Cyprus), when it possessed water, would flow for
about 270° of a circle around the base of the position,
the sides of the hill rising abruptly from the stream.
The dry shingly bed was about 120 yards in width,
and although destitute of water at this point, sufficient
was obtained some miles higher up the river to irrigate
a portion of the magnificent plain which bordered
either side. Sir Garnet Wolseley was endeavouring
to put a new face on the treeless surface, and had
already planted several acres of the ZEucalyptus glo-
bulus and other varieties on the lower ground, while
date-palms of full growth had been conveyed bodily
to the natural terrace around the Government House
and carefully transplanted into pits. This change was
a considerable relief to the eye, and the trees, if well
supplied with water, will in a few years create a grove
" where all was barrenness.

The view from each portion of the terrace is exceed-
ingly interesting, as it commands a panorama for a
distance of nearly thirty miles. On the north is the
-range of mountains, about twelve miles distant, which
form the backbone of Cyprus, and run from east to
west, attaining the height of 3400 feet. This is a
peculiar geological feature in the island, as it is the only
instance of compact (or jurassic) limestone. Through
my powerful astronomical telescope 1 could plainly
distinguish every rock, and the Castle of Buffavento
upon the summit of the perpendicular crags afforded
an interesting object, although invisible to the naked
eye. The south and east presented a miserable aspect



