
that may exist for wheeled conveyances , and you 
suddenly arrive at a deep ditch and high bank, 
which block the thoroughfare. G e o r g i had assured 

I us that no difficulty would delay us be tween Da l i and 
the high road from Larnaca to Lefkos ia , which 
we should intersect about half-way be tween the t w o 
termini. Instead of this, after t ravel l ing for a couple 

x>f miles a long a g o o d hardened track, w e arr ived a t 
Ά series of trenches which effectually s topped all 
progress . E a c h van had a p i ckaxe and shovel , 
therefore w e all set to work in rapid relief o f each 
other to leve l the obstructions, and by this hard 
exercise the thermometer appeared to rise quickly 
from the low temperature of the morning. T h e 
t)xen were good, and by dint of our united exer t ions 
in heav ing the wheels and push ing behind, w e d ragged 
Ihe vans through the soft ground that had filled the 
"ditches, and then s lowly t ravel led across p loughed 
fields and alternate plains of a hard surface covered 
with abominable thistles. 

W e passed on our left a large farm that exhibi ted 
a wonderful contrast to the genera l barrenness of the 
country. T h e fields were g reen with y o u n g whea t 
and barley, and numerous sakyeeahs or cat t le-wheels 
for raising water supplied the means o f unfailing 
irrigation. I be l i eve this property be longed to M r . 
Mattei , and there could be no s t ronger example o f 
the power that should be deve loped throughout this 
island to render it independent o f precarious seasons. 
It is a simple quest ion of a first outlay that is 
absolutely necessary to ensure the crops. T h r o u g h o u t 
the barren plain of Messar ia water exists in unfailing 
quantity within a few yards of the parched surface— 
thus at the same time that the crops are per ishing 


