
turning. W e then re-crossed the river, and disregard 
ing all native advice, struck into the country, a n ' 
halted near a small g r o v e of ol ives close to the ne 
Engl i sh road to the military station " Matt iat i ." 

It was the 4th of February, and the temperature i t i 
the morning and even ing was too cold (43 0) for pleasanti 
camping. In spite of a chilly wind, c rowds of womerft 
and children surrounded our vans and sat for hours! 
indulging their curiosity, and shiver ing in l ight clothes] 
of home-made cotton-stuffs. T h e children were gene-', 
rally pretty, and some of the younge r w o m e n were] 
good-looking ; but there was a total neglect of personal' 
appearance which is a s t r iking characteristic of the 
Cypriote females. In most countries, whether s a v a g e J 

or civilised, the women yield to a natural instinct, and] 
to a certain extent adorn their persons and endeavour 
to render themselves attractive ; but in C y p r u s there 
is a distressing absence of the wholesome vani ty that 
should induce attention to dress and cleanliness. T h e 
inelegance of costume g ives an unpleasant peculiari ty 
to their figures—the whole crowd of gir ls and w o m e n 
looked as though they were about to become mothers. 
T h e coarse and roughly-tanned, uncared-for h igh boots 
with huge hobnails were over lapped b y g rea t b a g g y 
trousers. A b o v e these were a considerable number 
of petticoats loosely hanging and tied carelessly at the 
waist, which was totally unsupported by any such as
sistance as stays. A sort of short j a cke t that was of 
no particular cut, and possessed the advantage of fitting 
any variety of size or figure, completed the attire. T h e 
buttons that should have confined the dress in front 
were general ly absent, and the ladies were not bashful 
at their loss, but exposed their bosoms without any 
consciousness of indelicacy. T h e r e was no peculiari ty 


