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from the landing place :—thus he passes half the day 
in running backwards and forwards with trifles of 
contested value to his superior, whi le c rowds are kep t 
waiting, and the store is piled with goods most 
urgently required." . . . . 

I immediately went to see this eccentric repre­
sentative of A n g l o - T u r k i s h political-and-mercantile-
combination, and found ve ry little exaggera t ion in the 
description, except that the distance was 187 paces 
instead of 200 which he had to perform, wheneve r the 
character of the article was beyond the sphere of 
his experience. A s this happened about eve ry quarter 
of an hour, he could not complain of a sedentary 
employment . A few days after this, migratory birds 
arrived in Cyprus upon the inhospitable shore opposite 
the Cus tom H o u s e in the shape of two Libera l M . P ' s . 
from Eng land , — w h o vis i ted the island specially to 
form an honest opinion free from all political bias. 
W h e t h e r these gen t lemen were undervalued by the 
eccentric official to w h o m I have alluded, or whe the r 
he suspected Libera l s as opponents to be regarded 
and treated as spies, w e neve r could determine ; but 
utterly disregarding their innocent exterior, he sub­
jected them to the ex t reme torture of the Cus tom 
House , and d ived and p lunged into the v e r y bowels 
and bottoms of their numerous small packages , 
rumpling clean linen, and producing a toilettic chaos. 
T o the honour of these members of the Opposi t ion 
they never brought the question before the H o u s e 
upon their return to Eng land , neither did they make 
it the foundation of an at tack upon the Government . 

A n excess of zeal is not uncommon a m o n g igno­
rant officials newly raised to a position of authority : 
thus Larnaca was outdone by the Cus tom H o u s e 


