xii INTRODUCTION.

The countries which surrounded this great inland sea
were rich ; the climate throughout its course combined
the temperate with almost tropical, according to the
changes of seasons ; accordingly, the productions of the
earth varying upon the northern and southern coasts,
were all that could be required for the necessities of
the human race. In this happily situated position
commerce was first cradled, and by the in’terchange of
ideas and natural productions, artificial wants were
mutually created among the various countries around
the great sea margin; the supply of these new re-
quirements and exchange of commodities established
trade. With the development of commerce, wealth and
prosperity increased ; nations became important through

the possession of superior harbours and geographical -

positions, and the entire maritime strength and com-
mercial activity of the ancient world was represented
by the Mediterranean. The Phcenicians of Tyre and
Sidon were the English of to-day; the Egyptians and
the Greeks were followed as the world grew older by
the Venetians and Genoese, and throughout the world’s
history no point possessed a more constant and un-
changeable attraction from its geographical position
and natural advantages than the island of Cyprus,
which in turn was occupied by Pheenicians, Greeks,
Egyptians, Persians, Romans, Byzantine rulers, Sara-
cens, Byzantine rulers again, English, Lusignans,
Venetians, Turks, and once more English in 1878.
The advantages which had thus possessed a mag-
netic influence in attracting towards this island the
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